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PERIODICALS

Annals of Eugenics

October 1944, Vol. 12, Part 3.—T ke families of the
kings of Siam of the house of Chakyi.—By Malcolm
Smith.—After remarking that ‘‘ Detailed informa-
tion concerning the families of men who have been
great polygamists is very rare,” the writer gives
interesting data on the children of the first five
kings of the present Royal House of Siam, who
reigned between 1737 and 1910. A remarkable
feature, bearing in mind the primitive medical
facilities, is the longevity of these children. The
35 wives of King Lot La (who died in 1824), for
example, bore him 73 children, of whom 19 lived
to be over 60 and three to be over 8o.

Genetic studies on ectopia lentis. II. Anthropo-
metric and linkage data.—By C. W. Cotterman and
Harold F. Falls.—Dominant ectopia lentis has been
traced in a kindred of which 157 members have
now been examined. Data have been obtained
from the same individuals on the ABO, MN, and
Rb agglutinogens, salival secretion of ABO
antigens, phenyl-thiocarbamide tasting, eye colour,
colour-blindness, and certain anthropometric
measurements. The purpose of this paper is only
to present the data, together with details of the
methods of testing and classification, but the
material could be well employed in a linkage study.

Allowance for double reduction in the calculation
of genotype frequencies with polysomic inheritance.
—By R. A. Fisher.—In an earlier paper the esti-
mation of different genotypes in a tristylic species,
on the hypothesis of disomic, tetrasomic, or hexa-
somic inheritance of the ‘“ mid ’ style length gene,
was discussed. Since then it has been demonstrated
that for Lythrum salicaria the inheritance is almost
certainly tetrasomic. The algebraic equations have
now been extended to allow for the regular
occurrence of double reduction.

The estimation of map distances from recombina-
tion values—By D. D. Kosambi.—This paper con-
tains an ingenious attempt to find a function of
recombination values between loci of the same
chromosome that shall be simply additive, and
thus to express, by means of a general equation,
the recombination fraction for two loci, in terms
of the recombination between each locus and a
third. Haldane’s earlier work on these lines is
discussed and an improved formula developed, but
rather surprisingly no reference is made to Stevens’s
paper on interference; indeed, Kosambi’s equa-
tion requires that interference shall be equal in
amount at all parts of the chromosome, and thus
is scarcely in accordance with known results. The
few sets of data that Kosambi has examined are
unfortunately inconclusive and a much more
complete survey of existing records is needed
before any verdict can be passed.

The analysis of a tsetse-fly population, 1I.—By

33

C. H. N. Jackson.—Jackson’s highly original
methods of analysing the population changes and
migrations of tsetse-flies deserve the attention of
all who are seriously concerned with insect popu-
lation studies, and should interest a much wider
circle of readers.

The inheritance of allelomorphs of Rh gene in
fifty-six families—By R. R. Race, G. L. Taylor,
Elizabeth W. Ikin, and Aileen M. Prior.—One of
the most important contributions which the study
of human genetics has yet made to medical practice
is the discovery of the ‘‘ rhesus *’ blood types and
their relationship to the occurrence of erythro-
blastosis foetalis. Primarily as a result of the
work of Landsteiner and Wiener in America and
the Galton Laboratory Serum Unit in this country,
considerable advances have been made in the past
three or four years in the knowledge of the under-
lying genetic mechanism. The present contribution
from the Galton Laboratory contains evidence from
family material in support of the theory that at
least seven allelomorphic genes are involved. By
means of agglutination tests with four different
antisera the more common genotypes can be
distinguished fairly satisfactorily, since the fre-
quencies of many others are so small as to be almost
negligible. D. J. FINNEY.

Human Biology

May 1944, Vol. 16, No. 2.—The habitus of patients
with sickle cell anemia—By Travis Winsor and
George E. Burch.—The body type in fifteen
patients with sickle cell anamia is described in
detail, and is considered to be the result of the
disease itself and not dependent on genetic factors.
In the adult there are emaciation, long legs and
short trunk, increased dorsal kyphosis, lumbar
lordosis, hoop chest and spider fingers; in the
child there are deep narrow chest, enlarged abdo-
men and long thin limbs. These changes are related
to alterations in the functioning of internal organs.
Four patients with sicklemia, i.e. the sickling
phenomenon but no anemia, showed no significant
deviations from the normal.

The stature of Toronto children half a century ago
and to-day.—By Howard V. Meredith and E.
Matilda Meredith.—At 6 years elementary school
childrenin Toronto in 1892 averaged 5 -o cm. shorter
than their counterparts in 1939. At 9 years the
difference is approximately 7:5 cm. The greatest
differences are found at 12 or 13 for girls and 13 or
14 for boys. TFor girls the difference was 9-o0 cm.,
for boys slightly less. In 1923, average stature
was intermegliate between that of 1892 and that
of 1939. )
September 1944, Vol. 16, No. 3.—A4 comparison
of the frequemcies of certain gemetic traits among
Gentile and Jewish students.—By David C. Rife and
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Murray D. Schonfeld.—241 Gentile students of
N.W. European origin were compared with 84
Jewish students mainly of Russian origin. The
Jews showed a lower frequency of blood group O,
a higher frequency of Antigen M, and a lower of
Antigen N. There were no significant differences
in the occurrence of the Rh agglutinogen, or in the
proportions of tasters of phenyl-thio-carbamide.
' Patterns occurred on palms, and whorls on finger-
tips, more often among the Jews. Left-handedness
occurred about twice as frequently among Jews as
among Gentiles.

Prevalence of pulmonary tuberculosis among
selectees—By Captain Bernard D. Karpinos.—A
random sample of 21,131 whites and 2,566 coloured
selectees was taken from among the selectees
examined at the Joint Army and Navy induction
stations in February 1943. The selectees are classi-
fied in three categories with respect to pulmonary
tuberculosis : negative, with no evidence of this
disease ; arrested-acceptable, with inactive tuber-
culosis lesions; and positive, with active pul-
monary tuberculosis, or with arrested tuberculosis
which nevertheless disqualified for service. 95-5
per cent whites between 18 and 30 were found
negative, 3-5 arrested-acceptable, 1 per cent
positive. The proportions did not alter with age
within this age group, but above the 30 the fre-
quency of positive cases increased, and of arrested-
acceptable above 35. Coloured selectees showed a
lower frequency of arrested-acceptable cases than
white selectees, but this was probably due to
variations in the criteria used in different Com-
mands. Correction for this type of effect indicated
no significant variation between the two groups.

S. A. B.
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—By Howard H. Harlan.—The culture pattern of
children in the first two years of life tends to be
simple because the child’s ability to learn is
limited, and because behaviour which must be
explained verbally cannot be transmitted to the
child. For these reasons the subject has been
considerably explored and the writer gives lists
of cultural responses of infants in the various age
groups. It is found that the responses are to a
great extent ‘‘ management of tensione” (e.g.
control of sphincters). Also the culture pattern is
not transmitted by one infant to another, but by
adults and older children.

The Child: Welfare Objective and Scientific
Concept—By James H. Bossard.—Until recently
the cbild has been regarded rather as a welfare-
objective than a subject for scientific research.
This is a natural emphasis, but as a result the
integration of the child in the social framework
has not been studied. Study of the child illuminates
both cultural continuity and cultural discontinuity :
the former because the restricted life of the family
perpetuates custom, and the latter because later
education teaches (to a great extent) how to
change and improve social status. Also there has
been a tendency to study the delinquent child
rather than the normal, and to ignore completely
children as a distinctive age-group. Dr. Bossard
concludes by suggesting that a more intensive
study of the child would lead to great advances in

sociology.
' D. R.-R.




